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GOVERNANCE 

SC sets up Farm Laws Committee  

The Supreme Court has put a stay on the implementation of the three farm laws until further orders.  

It has also set up a committee of agricultural experts to facilitate talks between the Centre and farmers’ 
unions to resolve the impasse. 

Key Points 

 The members include: (1) Bhupinder Singh Mann, the national president of the Bhartiya Kisan 

Union and All India Kisan Coordination Committee; (2) Dr Parmod Kumar Joshi, an agricultural 

economist who is also the Director for South Asia, International Food Policy Research Institute; 

(3) Ashok Gulati, agricultural economist and former chairman of the Commission for 

Agricultural Costs and Prices; (4) Anil Ghanwat, the chief of Shetkari Sanghatana, who in 

articles written in the media have expressed views in favour of the farm laws. 

 The Chief Justice said that the committee will not pass an order or punish and submit a report to 

the Supreme Court.  

 The SC has said the committee is the judicial process in this case. 

INDIAN ECONOMY 

India’s Potential to Increase Cereals Export 

The US Department of Agriculture (USDA) has noted in its latest Grain: World Markets and Trade 

report that exports of wheat and rice from India are likely to increase. 

Key points 

Findings: 

 Increase in Wheat Exports: The US Department of Agriculture (USDA) has recently upped its 

forecast of Indian wheat exports for 2020-21 (July-June) to 1.8 million tonnes (mt), as against its 

earlier estimate of 1 mt. 

 Increase in Rice Exports: USDA has also estimated India’s rice exports to have hit a record 14.4 

mt in 2020, up from the preceding two years. 

Causes for Increase in Wheat Exports: 

 Chinese Stockpiling: The key driver of global price turnaround seems to be China. The reasons 

for its building strategic stockpiles of everything aren’t as fully clear as their effect on 

international prices. 

 Rising Global Prices: For example, the Russian government is levying an export tax on wheat in 

response to high domestic prices. Bangladesh, a potential importer of wheat from Russia is 

beginning to shift its purchases towards India. 

 Ultra-low interest rate money increasingly being invested into agri-commodity markets. 

 In the wake of Covid 19 Pandemic Various Countries such as the USA, India, Russia are 

reducing their interest rates. 

For example: Bank of England current bank rate: 0.1% 

Reserve Bank of India current RBI repurchase rate: 4% 

Causes for Rise in Rice Exports: 

Impact of drought: 

 The country’s closest competitors Thailand and Vietnam have been facing drought leading to 

decline in rice productivity. 

 Increase in demand in Bangladesh 

 Potential Challenges to Rise in Export: 

 Indian wheat is still not competitive at the government’s minimum support price (MSP) of Rs 

19,750 per tonne. Further additional cost of cleaning, bagging, loading and transport to port 

would be in addition making export uncompetitive. 

 Solution: Procurement of wheat below MSP from Uttar Pradesh, Bihar, Gujarat and 

Maharashtra, where not much government procurement happens. 

Significance: 
Estimates for increase in these exports will be beneficial as India’s own domestic production of rice and 

wheat has touched an all-time-high of 118.43 mt and 107.59 mt, respectively, in 2019-20. 

Government agencies also procured an all time high in 2019 -20 thus burdening government exchequer. 

 INTERNATIONAL RELATION 

India as Counterbalance to China: USA 
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Recently, the Trump administration declassified a document which asserted that a strong India, in 

cooperation with like-minded countries, would act as a counterbalance to China in the strategic Indo-

Pacific region. 

The document on the USA strategic framework for the Indo-Pacific from 2018 outlines objectives, 

challenges and strategies with regard to China, North Korea, India and other countries in the Indo-Pacific 

region. 

Key Points 

Challenges for USA: 

 Maintaining USA's strategic primacy in the Indo-pacific and stopping China from establishing 

illiberal spheres of influence. 

 Ensuring that North Korea does not threaten the USA. 

 Advancing the USA economic leadership globally while pushing fair and reciprocal trade. 

Aspects Related to India: 

 India is a preferred partner on security issues and to cooperate to preserve maritime security and 

counter Chinese influence in South Asia and Southeast Asia. 

 To achieve this, USA aims to: 

 Support India’s aspiration to be a leading global power, highlighting its compatibility with the 

USA, Japanese and Australian vision of the Indo-Pacific. 

 Enhance defence cooperation and interoperability. 

 Support India’s Act East policy. 

India vis-a-vis China: 

 Help India addressing disputes with China: USA aims to support India via military, diplomatic 

and intelligence channels to help address continental challenges such as the border dispute with 

China and resolution of disputes over rivers, including the Brahmaputra and other rivers facing 

diversion by China. 

 Supporting India's reservations against Belt Road Initiative: USA seeks the transparent 

infrastructure-debt practices in the countries facing debt due to Chinese financing under Belt 

Road Initiative. 

 Working with India and Japan: To help finance projects that enhance regional connectivity 

between India and countries of the region. 

India-USA Relations: 

 Shared democratic values and increasing convergence of interests on bilateral, regional and 

global issues. 

 Broad-based and multi-sectoral relationship covering trade and investment, defence and security, 

education, science and technology and cyber security etc. 

 People to people connection: Vibrant people-to-people interaction and support across the 

political spectrum in both countries nurture bilateral relationships between the two countries. 

 USA has signed defence agreements with India to provide military information and mutual 

logistics support. 

 These are: 

 The General Security of Military Information Agreement (GSOMIA). 

 The Logistics Exchange Memorandum of Agreement (LEMOA). 

 The Communication Compatibility and Security Agreement (COMCASA). 

 The Basic Exchange and Cooperation Agreement (BECA): It was the result of the Indo-United 

States (US) 2+2 talks. 

Recent USA-China Rivalries: 

 Competition for dominating world finances: To counter the USA-dominated International 

Monetary Fund, World Bank and World Trade Organization, China has come out with 

alternative financial institutions like Asia Infrastructure Investment Bank, and New 

Development Bank. 

 Contending influence over international groupings: In order to contain rising China’s 
assertiveness, the USA under its ‘pivot to Asia policy’ has launched a Quad initiative, Indo 

pacific narrative. Most recently, the USA proposed to expand G7 to G-11 without including 

China in it. 
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 New Cold War: USA-China confrontation is on multiple fronts including ideological and 

cultural hegemonic rivalry, trade wars which has often been called the New Cold War. 

Way Forward 

Maintain interest oriented balancing: India should realise its rising global power and rather than getting 

enmeshed in USA-China rivalry, it should prioritize its own interests and growth by maintaining peaceful 

mutual relationships. 

Promote Multilateralism: India can promote new multilateralism under the aegis of Vasudhaiva 

Kutumbakam- which relies on restructuring both the economic order and societal behaviour for equitable 

sustainable development. 

AGRICULTUREODIVERSITY 

Virtual Buyer Seller Meet with Millet Exporters organized by APEDA 

The Agricultural and Processed Food Products Export Development Authority (APEDA) in association 

with Andhra Pradesh Drought Mitigation Project (APDMP), an externally aided project funded by IFAD, 

organized a Virtual Buyer Seller Meet with Millet Exporters. 

Considering the potential of increasing exports of Millets and Millet products and the focus given by 

Government for development of Millet sector of Nurti Cereals, APEDA is closely interacting with Indian 

Institute of Millet Research (IIMR) and other stakeholders. 

Important value additions  

 Millet is a common term to categorize small-seeded grasses that are often termed nutri-cereals.  

 It includes Sorghum, Pearl Millet, Ragi, Small Millet, Foxtail Millet, Proso Millet, Barnyard 

Millet, Kodo Millet and other millets. 

 These are known for high nutritive value. 

Indian Institute of Millets Research (ICAR-IIMR) 

 It is an agricultural research institute engaged in basic and strategic research on sorghum and 

other millets.  

 It is located at Rajendranagar (Hyderabad, Telangana). 

 IIMR operates under the aegis of Indian Council of Agricultural Research (ICAR). 

 It was founded in 1958 under the Project on Intensified Research on Cotton, Oilseeds and 

Millets (PIRCOM). 

Agricultural and Processed Food Products Export Development Authority 

 It is an apex body under the Ministry of Commerce and Industry, Government of India, 

responsible for the export promotion of agricultural products.  

 APEDA was established by the Government of India under the Agricultural and Processed Food 

Products Export Development Authority Act passed by the Parliament in December, 1985. 

Some of the functions of APEDA are as following: 

 Promotion of exports of agricultural and processed food products. Promotion of export oriented 

production and development of the Scheduled products. 

 To make Improvement in numerous areas such as packaging, marketing for the Scheduled 

products outside India. 

 Setting standards and specifications for the scheduled products for the purpose of exports. 

 Financial assistance, reliefs and subsidy to the relating industries. 

 To provide training in the related areas 

NATIONAL DEVELOPMENT 

PM to interact with Startups and address ‘Prarambh: Startup India International Summit’ 
Indian Prime Minister will interact with startups and address ‘Prarambh: Startup India International 

Summit’ on 16th January 2021 

Key Points 

 Organized by: Department for Promotion of Industry and Internal Trade, Ministry of 

Commerce and Industry.  

 The two-day Summit is being organised as a follow up of the announcement made by the Prime 

Minister at the fourth BIMSTEC Summit held in Kathmandu in August 2018 wherein India 

committed to host the BIMSTEC Startup Conclave. 

 The Summit marks the 5th anniversary of the Startup India initiative, launched by the Prime 

Minister on 16 January, 2016.  

 Over 25 countries and more than 200 global speakers shall participate.  
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 The Summit will be the largest startup confluence organised in India since the launch of the 

Startup India initiative.  

 Focus: Enhancing multilateral cooperation and engagement with countries from around the 

globe to collectively develop and strengthen the startup ecosystems. 

SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY 

Two Dimensional Electron Gas 

Scientists at Institute of Nano Science and Technology (INST), Mohali, Punjab have produced an ultra-

high mobility Two dimensional (2D)-electron gas (2DEG). 

Key Points 

Two Dimensional Electron Gas (2DEG): 

 It is an electron gas that is free to move in two dimensions, but tightly confined in the third. This 

tight confinement leads to quantized energy levels for motion in the third direction. Thus the 

electrons appear to be a 2D sheet embedded in a 3D world. 

 One of the most important recent developments in semiconductors, has been the achievement of 

structures in which the electronic behavior is essentially two-dimensional (2D). 

 Most 2DEGs are found in transistor-like structures made from semiconductors. 

 2DEG is a valuable system for exploring the physics of superconductivity magnetism and their 

coexistence. 

Cause for Development of 2DEG: 

 The need for attaining new functionalities in modern electronic devices has led to the 

manipulation of property of an electron called spin degree of freedom along with its charge. This 

has given rise to an altogether new field of spin-electronics or ‘spintronics’. 
 The manipulation of electron spin offers new dimensions for basic and applied research, and the 

potential for new capabilities for electronics technology. This motivates studies of spin polarized 

electrons in a high mobility two dimensional electron gas (2DEG). 

 Spintronics is the study of the intrinsic spin of the electron and its associated magnetic moment, 

in addition to its fundamental electric charge, in solid-state devices. 

 It has been realized that a phenomenon called the ‘Rashba effect’, which consists of splitting of 

spin-bands in an electronic system, might play a key role in spintronic devices. 

 Rashba Effect: Also called Bychkov–Rashba effect, it is a momentum-dependent splitting of 

spin bands in bulk crystals and low-dimensional condensed matter systems. 

 
Mechanism and Importance: 

 Due to the high mobility of the electron gas, electrons do not collide inside the medium for a 

long distance and hence do not lose the memory and information. 

 Hence, it can speed up transfer of quantum information and signal from one part of a device to 

another and increase data storage and memory. 

 Since they collide less during their flow, their resistance is very low, and hence they don’t 
dissipate energy as heat. 

 So, such devices do not heat up easily and need less input energy to operate. 

BIODIVERSITY & ENVIRONMENT 

Mealworms the first insect to be approved in Europe as a human food  

Mealworm has become the first insect to be approved in Europe as a human food. 

Key Points 

 The decision by the European Food Safety Agency (EFSA) paves the way for mealworms to 

be used whole and dried in curries and other recipes and as a flour to make biscuits, pasta and 

bread. 
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 Rich in protein, fat and fibre, they are likely to be the first of many insects to feature on 

European’s plates in the coming years. 

Important value additions  

 Mealworms are the larval form of the mealworm beetle, Tenebrio molitor, a species of 

darkling beetle.  

 Despite their name, mealworms are beetle larvae rather than worms. 

 They also go through four life stages: egg, larva, pupa, and adult like all holometabolic insects. 

 
IMPORTANT FACTS FOR PRELIM  

Henley Passport Index 2021 

India has been ranked 85th in the most powerful passport report ‘Henley Passport Index 2021’. 
Key Points 

About the Index: 

 The Henley Passport Index is the original ranking of all the world’s passports according to the 

number of destinations their holders can access without a prior visa. 

 Originally created by Dr. Christian H. Kaelin (chairman of Henley & Partners), the ranking is 

based on exclusive data from the International Air Transport Association (IATA), which 

maintains the world’s largest and most accurate database of travel information. 

 It was launched in 2006 and includes 199 different passports. 

Latest Rankings: 

Top Rank Holders: 

 Japan continues to hold the number one position on the index, with passport holders able to 

access 191 destinations around the world visa-free. 

 Singapore is in second place (with a score of 190) and South Korea ties with Germany in third 

place (with a score of 189). 

 The top spots were traditionally held by EU countries, the UK, or the US. This year, it is the 

Asia-Pacific (APAC) passports which are the most powerful in the world as it includes some 

of the first countries to begin the process of recovering from the Covid-19 pandemic. 

Bottom Rank Holders: 

 Syria, Iraq and Afghanistan continue to be the countries with the worst passport to hold with a 

passport score of 29, 28 and 26 respectively. 

India’s Performance: 

 India ranks 85th, with a visa-free score of 58. 

 The Indian passport ranked higher in both 2020 (84th) and 2019 (82nd). 

 Comparison with Neighbouring Countries: 

 Pakistan was ranked 107th and Nepal was ranked 104th. 

Related Government Initiatives: 

The government has been making efforts to increase the number of countries that provide visa free 

travel, visa-on-arrival and e-visa facilities so as to further ease international travel for Indians. 

While issuance of visa and visa related process is the sovereign and unilateral decision of the respective 

country, the matter regarding easier and liberalised visa policy for Indian nationals is taken up regularly 

in bilateral meetings and forums with foreign countries. 

DAILY ANSWER WRITING PRACTICE 

Qns. “An independent judiciary enjoying public confidence is a basic necessity of the rule of law.” In 

light of the statement, discuss the need of Code of Conduct to be followed by the judges. (150 words) 
Ans:  
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An independent judiciary enjoying public confidence is a basic necessity of the rule of law. 

 For the judiciary to be independent and impartial to serve the constitutional goals, the Judges need 

to act fairly, reasonably, free of any fear and favor. The judiciary stands between the citizen and 

the State as a rampart against misuse or abuse of power by the executive. Therefore, it is 

absolutely essential for the judiciary to be free from executive pressure and the judges follow 

ethical conduct. 

Need for Code of Conduct for judges 

 For the Judicial decision to be honest and to uphold the Integrity and Independence of the 

Judiciary. 

 In order to make a judicial decision fair, without any objective and without any bias, a Judge 

should follow code of ethics such as justice, equality, objectivity etc. 

 For judges to avoid conflicts of interest in the performance of official duties. 

 In order to have transparency and accountability in the administration of justice. 

 To encourage judges to remain aloof from political favours in administration of justice. 

 Integrity is moral uprightness; honesty. It takes in its sweep, probity, innocence, trustfulness, 

openness, sincerity, blamelessness, immaculacy, rectitude, uprightness, virtuousness, 

righteousness, goodness, cleanness, decency, honour, reputation, nobility, irreproachability, 

purity, respectability, genuineness, moral excellence etc. 

In short it depicts sterling character with firm adherence to a code of moral values. ‘Judiciary is an 

integrity institution’. Therefore, Judicial Officers including judges should possess the sterling quality of 

integrity. 

Judges must follow in order to maintain justice 
The Supreme Court of India in its Full Court Meeting held on May 7, 1997 unanimously adopted a charter 

called the ‘Restatement of Values of Judicial Life’, generally known as the Code of Conduct for judges. 

 A Judge should practice a degree of aloofness consistent with the dignity of his office. 

 A Judge shall not hear and decide a matter in which a member of his family, a close relation or a 

friend is concerned. 

 A Judge shall not enter into public debate or express his views in public on political matters or on 

matters that are pending or are likely to arise for judicial determination. 

 A Judge is expected to let his judgments speak for themselves. He shall not give interviews to the 

media. 

 A Judge shall not accept gifts or hospitality except from his family, close relations and friends. 

 A Judge shall not hear and decide a matter in which a company in which he holds shares is 

concerned unless he has disclosed his interest and no objection to his hearing and deciding the 

matter is raised. 

 A Judge shall not speculate in shares, stocks or the like. 

Conclusion 
There is nothing wrong in a Judge having an ambition to achieve something, but if the ambition to achieve 

is likely to cause a compromise with his divine judicial duty, better not to pursue it. 

Every judge must at all times be conscious that he is under the public gaze and there should be no act or 

omission by him which is unbecoming of the high office he occupies and the public esteem in which that 

office is held. 

DAILY QUIZ 

1. Consider the following statements about India’s cereal export: 

1. Rice and Wheat together account for about 95% share of the cereal export. 

2. Nepal was one of the major export destinations for Wheat and Non-Basmati Rice in 2019-20. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

a) 1 only 

b) 2 only 
c) Both 1 and 2 

d) Neither 1 nor 2 

2. Consider the following statements about Henley Passport Index 2021: 

1. It ranks the passports of several countries according to the number of destinations their holders 

can access without a prior visa. 

2. Singapore and South Korea were the best and worst performers respectively. 
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Which of the statements given above is/are not correct: 

a) 1 only 

b) 2 only 

c) Both 1 and 2 

d) Neither 1 nor 2 

3. Consider the following statements: 

1. The world’s oldest known cave art is discovered from the Leang Tedongnge cave. 

2. The Leang Tedongnge cave is located on the island of Sulawesi, Indonesia. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

a) 1 only 

b) 2 only 

c) Both 1 and 2 

d) Neither 1 nor 2 

4. Consider the following statements: 

1. Water pollution by organic wastes is measured in terms of Biochemical Oxygen Demand (BOD). 

2. Ammonia reduces the amount of oxygen in water as it is transformed to oxidised forms of 

nitrogen. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

a) 1 only 

b) 2 only 

c) Both 1 and 2 

d) Neither 1 nor 2 

5. Consider the following statements: 

1. No USA President ever has been removed from office through impeachment. 

2. In India, impeachment against the President can be initiated by either House of Parliament. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

a) 1 only 

b) 2 only 

c) Both 1 and 2 

d) Neither 1 nor 2 


